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requested him to forward to the State Executives. The
whole was very well done. As Seward had sent off authenti-
cated copies to the Governors, the ready, officious act was
very well gotten over by a declaration in the message that
it was a ministerial act which was not to be understood as
giving the sanction of the Executive or of the Cabinet to
the proceeding.

I made a complimentary remark on the message, with
my regret that there had not been more time and considera-
tion in sending off copies to the States. Seward was an-
noyed by the remark and said he had followed the precedent
of 1865, but the President was, I saw, not at all displeased
with my criticism.

Subsequently, when all the Cabinet were present except
Stanton and Speed, the message and papers were read.
McCulloch expressed his approval of the message and said
he should have been glad to have had it more full and
explicit. In this I concurred.

Dennison took exception, which served to show that he
had been consulted by the Radicals and had advised or
consented to the course previously adopted. He and
Seward each made some remarks, and Dennison showed
much indignation because Seward had used the word
"trick" on the part of Congress in sending this resolution
to the President. Seward disclaimed the word and denied
he had used it. I was not aware he had done so.

Dennison proceeded to say that Bingham had intro-
duced, or been the means of introducing, the resolution;
had consulted with him; that his object was pure; that he
approved it; that although the proposed Amendment was
not in the precise shape he wished, he, nevertheless, gave it
his support; that it had been approved by the Republicans
of Ohio, and were he at home in October, he should vote for
candidates who favored it.

I assured him that therein he and I differed, for that I
would not vote for the Amendment, nor knowingly vote for
any man who supported it.